1726 Cedar St., Forest Grove, OR 97116-2434
e-mail: fgumc@teleport.com

OUTREACH POTLUCK OCTOBER 5™
AFTER WORSHIP

The Outreach Committee invites you to come hear
Mira Conklin, the new Hispanic Ministry Developer.
Our Annual Conference has sent her to Cornelius to
support the Hispanic ministries of local United Meth-
odist churches, and to extend and deepen relation-
ships between United Methodist congregations and
the Hispanic community. She will speak to us about
immigration and about her experiences on a Confer-
ence-sponsored trip to Mexico and the border. You
can find some of her observations on immigration
and the border at http://laTravesiaDeMira.blogspot.com.

After the talk, you will have an opportunity to get to
know Mira over a potluck dinner. Please join us!
Liz Swenson

HALLOWEEN TREATS

Everyone is invited to a Halloween cookie and treat
decorating party in the fellowship hall, Saturday, Oc-
tober 25 from 2pm to 4 pm. Bring your aprons — eve-
rything else will be provided. Some of the cookies
and treats will be sold on Sunday, October 26 with
the proceeds going to UNICEF. The remainder will
be available for all to enjoy during our special Hal-
loween fellowship time. Adult volunteers are needed
to come a little earlier to help with setup. Questions?
Contact Janet Hummel, janet.hummel@verizon.net,
Janet Hummel
503-341-2182 cell
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Phone: 503-357-2689 FAX: 503-357-8410
website: www.forestgroveumc.org

COME SIT DOWN WITH GOD

Join us Thursday evenings at 6:00 p. m. when we
dive into God’s word. We are currently studying the
three letters of John and there is always room at the
table. While your youth is at Outlet, or you are wait-
ing for choir rehearsal to start, sit down and spend a
little time with our Father, and in fellowship.

Carole Heun

TIME FOR UNICEF

Again this year, children of Forest Grove United
Methodist Church will be given the opportunity to
"Trick or Treat" for UNICEF with you after worship
on Sunday, October 26th, and with friends and fami-
lies on Halloween. Money given to UNICEF will be
matched again this year from a major donor to sup-
port saving children from malaria. UNICEF money
also goes toward many projects enhancing the lives
of children around the world.
Rhoda Pittman Markus
503-357-3998; 503-201-1233 (cell)
revrpm@verizon.net

WILSON RIVER POTLUCK
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18™

Everyone is invited to come!
Please see article on pg. 5 for all the details.
Marilyn Carr

F.G.U.M.C.
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\ THE PASTOR’S PAGE

As I write this | am taking time away on a retreat away from home, away from the office, away from the
church, in order to once again do some long range worship and sermon series planning. | plan to leave
with sermons planned through 2009 and into 2010.

I always begin with prayer. | take walks where | sing, seek to clear my mind, and pray. Part of my prayer is
to remind myself of all the prayers you’ve asked for over the last year. | keep track of these in written form
as you have lifted them up before the congregation in worship. | also write down all the prayers we lift up at
committee meetings or other gatherings. When | went back over these prayers over the last year, | am struck
by how much you pray and about what you pray.

Here’s what I discovered. Most of your prayers have to do with sickness, and the hope for healing. So
many prayers have to do with cancer, surgeries, and death of loved ones. We’ve prayed a lot for people
traveling, people in accidents, and those serving in the military. Just as often, we’ve prayed in thanksgiving
for birthdays and births, anniversaries, gratitude for help, and for jobs lost and found. You’ve prayed in
thanksgiving for our visitors, and often for our youth and their leaders. We’ve celebrated weddings, people
involved in the wider community, and those who offer their gifts of music. We’ve prayed in response to the
weather, both good and bad, and for those who have been victims of crime. And there are many more on the
list!

This is who you are, or at least what you share. This is what | take to be upon your hearts, both in joy and in
sorrow. And I’ve felt grateful to have been able to share those prayers with you, to do so once again today,
and to feel drawn closer to you all who are the Body of Christ known as the Forest Grove United Methodist
Church.

Prayer is my first instinct when there is extraordinary joy or sorrow, celebration or pain, love or anger. I’'m
grateful that God has given us the gift of prayer, and models from others of the many, many ways in which
we can pray, like:

“Not my will but thine...”
“Our Father, who art in Heaven...”

As | am at this retreat, know that I have brought with me the church roster and have prayed for each and
every one of you. It’s a long list — thanks be to God!

As life goes on around you and in you, whether it’s sickness or celebrations, financial concerns or other mat-
ters in the changing seasons of life, | urge you to pray. It’s so easy. Here’s how to start, with these words:
“God,...” Then listen. Or listen first. You’ll be amazed at what happens.

| thank those of you who have trusted us all with your prayers.

Praying with you,

.

Pastor Dan

Page 2



Messenger October 2008

FRoOM THE ALTAR TO THE WORLD

I t was a hot Sunday afternoon in 2005. | climbed aboard the “Sunday Rover” for a picturesque trip along
the ridge tops of the Cotswold Hills from Gloucester, England, to Coleford, nestled in the hills near the
Welsh border at the edge of the Forest of the Dean. | was in search of my roots. My paternal great grandpar-
ents emigrated from Coleford in 1879 when my grandmother was about 3. | don’t know much of their story
and | was curious about how this visit might inform me. Coleford is a quiet, pleasant town, remote and diffi-
cult to get to. Its economy through the ages has been small farming, timber related work, and coal mining.
My great grandfather worked as a carpenter and lost 3 fingers to a saw. There’s little evidence of wealth to-
day and not much to see. | spent most of my time under the blazing sun in the cemetery.

A few days later when I had returned to Bristol | took the less than 10 minute train ride to Bath. Bath is a
very old city that became the center of fashionable life in the 1700s and 1800s. The massive buildings are

opulent and the thermal baths/spas catered to the rich upper classes of that era. Today is it a beautiful city
and an expensive one to visit.

The contrast between humble Coleford and my roots, and Bath and the lifestyle of the English upper class

was overwhelming. It surely clarified my forebears’ decision to emigrate. Isn’t poverty surrounded by great
wealth one of the usual themes of immigration?

By the time you are reading this we, as a worshipping congregation, will be in the middle of Pastor Dan’s se-
ries on immigration in the Bible. | have three ideas for each of us in this time.

e linvite you to let your mind explore your own immigration roots.

e Then I invite you to bring your potluck dish on October 5th and stay after worship for a program
given by Mira Conklin, Hispanic Ministry Developer in Western Washington County. Her subject is
“Roots of Immigration.” She is well informed and has concrete experience to back it up.

o If you want to do some preparation ahead of time, visit her blog at
www.LaTravesiaDeMira@blogspot.com where she tells of her Witness for Peace journey into Mex-
ico, along the border, and a 70 mile walk across the Arizona desert.

Your servant in Christ,
Rhoda Pittman Markus
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MARATHON MUSINGS

Since | started training for the Portland Marathon,
I’ve been putting a real strain on my body. My legs
(in particular my left shin) threw up the white flag
this week and not so kindly asked me to take some
time off. So... | decided to park my running shoes
for four days and focus instead on the mental aspect
of pushing through 26.2 miles.

| practiced visualizing myself running effortlessly
over the St. John’s Bridge. | found a website with tips
on things to think about during the run. I mapped out
my splits. And | talked with Patti Rose.

She told me that when she and Dave were traveling in
Europe last summer they were faced with a difficult
decision. They had the option of either sleeping in a
barn like they had intended to, or they could not sleep
in a barn. They were exhausted, tired, weary, and they
really didn’t want to sleep in the barn. But because
they told so many people back home that they were
going to spend a night in the barn, they determined
they would. The choice was clear cut for them; they
could either say they spent a night in a barn or they
couldn’t. Their hand was forced not because of their
current feelings and desires. It was dictated by the
desire to be accountable.

The idea of creating a system of accountability for
ourselves is one that can benefit our spiritual lives.
Thinking about praying, and reading the Bible, and
ending hunger, and being more welcoming is fine, but
without action it doesn’t do God, us, or others a bit of
good.

Because even the best intentions are going to run up
against obstacles and our own fatigue, | would en-
courage you to be bold and set goals for your own
spiritual walk that involve either getting to know God
better or blessing others. Then tell someone about it,
not so you can receive praise, but so that when you
get the opportunity to let those moments pass you by,
you’ll remember that someone’s going to ask you
about that.

And as for me, I’m going to read the book of Luke,
hand write ten thank-you letters, and finish the Port-
land Marathon in 3:40.

Be blessed, Bobby

SECOND SATURDAY GARDEN PARTY

October 11th is the second Saturday of the month and
that means a 'Garden Party'. Hope you will join us
for the fun and festivities! Bring your gloves and gar-
dening tools, we furnish the rest, including a few
goodies to replace those spent calories. Start at 8:30
a. m. and finish no later than noon.

Margaret Hoerber

503-357-0579

CRAFT SUPPLIES AVAILABLE

After moving everything out of Room #3 to Room
#9, we have a lot of surplus craft items available.

On Saturday, October 11th these items will be in the
Garden Room from 10 AM to 2 PM so that the
Church family may come and select items they can
use. A donation to the Church would be appreciated.

Items available include quilting supplies, materials,
felt and burlap; also patterns, yarn, crochet and em-
broidery thread, beads, shells and much more.

Please come and select!
Edythe Westlund

EMO RELEASES RECOMMENDATIONS ON
OREGON BALLOT MEASURES

The Board of Directors of Ecumenical Ministries of
Oregon (EMO) has issued recommendations to voters
on the 12 statewide ballot measures in its "2008 Vot-
ers' Guide to Oregon Ballot Measures."” The guides
are being sent to churches across the state. It is also
available at www.emoregon.org.

The following are the board's recommendations: Vote
"Yes" for Measures 54 and 56; EMO takes no posi-
tion for Measures 55 and 65; and vote "No" for Meas-
ures 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63 and 64. Please see the
website above for more information on these recom-
mendations.

Rhoda Pittman Markus
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G U, M. C. CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER 2003

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday Saturday
September November 1 2 3 4
6:00-7:30 p.m. Hand- | 9:30 a.m. Bible Pastor’s Day Off Pastor’s Day Off
S M T W | T/|F|S S| M T w T | F | S ||bell Rehearsal Study
10:00 a.m. Youth
1 2 3 | 4|5/ 6 ! Z:ggnpc:r Church 5:32-6:58 p.m. Ministries Committee
23| 4 | 5 | 6|78 Outlet
7 8 9 10 | 11 | 12 | 13 6:00 p.m. Bible 6:00 p.m. Destination
9|10 | 11 | 12 |13 |14 |15 &:00 p.m. Unknown (DUNK)
11516 117 118719120 1106 17 | 18 | 19 |20 | 21 |22 "
7:00-8:30 p.m.
2122 | 23| 24 |25 2627 123| 24| 25 26 | 27| 28|29 Choir Rer?earsal
28 | 29 30 31 30

8:30 a.m.—9:30 a.m. Basic Bible
class in room 6 with Pastor Dan.

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship: Communion

11:15 a.m. Fellowship; Outreach
Potluck

11:15-11:45 p.m. Chime Choir
Rehearsal

6

6:30 p.m. Worship
Committee

6:00-7:30 p.m. Youth
Group

7

7:00 p.m. Wesleyans

8

9:30 a.m. Bible Study

6:00-7:30 p.m. Hand-
bell Rehearsal

7:00 p.m. SPRC

9

5:32-6:58 p.m.
Outlet

6:00 p.m. Grant
Committee

6:00 p.m. Bible
Study

7:00-8:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

10

Pastor’s Day Off

11

Pastor’s Day Off

8:30-12:00 a.m. Gar-
den Party

12

8:30 a.m.—9:30 a.m. Basic Bible
class in room 6 with Pastor Dan.

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship
11:15 a.m. Fellowship

11:15-11:45 p.m. Chime Choir
Rehearsal

11:30 a.m. Outreach Committee

13

LiveWire articles due

6:00-7:30 p.m. Youth
Group

14
7:00 p.m.

Investment Commit-
tee

15

9:30 a.m. Bible Study

6:00-7:30 p.m. Hand-
bell Rehearsal

16

5:32-6:58 p.m.
Outlet

6:00 p.m. Bible
Study

7:00-8:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

17

Pastor’s Day Off

7:00-9:00 p.m.
Coffee House

18

Pastor’s Day Off

10:30 a.m. At the
church, Reeher Home-
stead Potluck

Youth Group, Com-
munity Outreach

November
Messenger
articles due.

19

8:30 a.m.—9:30 a.m. Basic Bible
class in room 6 with Pastor Dan.

9:00 a.m. Sunday School

10:00 a.m. Worship

11:15 a.m. Fellowship

11:15-11:45 p.m. Chime Choir
Rehearsal

11:45 a.m. Education Committee

20

11:00 a.m. Have
committee minutes in
office

2:00 p.m. Jennings-
McCall Gathering w/
Pastor Dan

6:00-7:30 p.m. Youth
Group

21

7:00 p.m. Trustees

22

9:30 a.m. Bible Study

6:00-7:30 p.m. Hand-
bell Rehearsal

23

5:32-6:58 p.m.
Outlet

6:00 p.m. Bible
Study

7:00-8:30 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

Bobby & Emily
Vacation

24

Pastor’s Day Off

25

Pastor’s Day Off

2:00.— 4:00 p.m.
Halloween cookie
Decorating party

26

9:00 a.m. Sunday School

10:00 a.m. Worship

11:15 a.m. Fellowship; Halloween
Party for UNICEF

11:15-11:45 p.m. Chime Choir
Rehearsal

6:00 p.m. Youth Halloween party
at Dionnes

27

6:00-7:30 p.m. Youth
Group

28

2:00 p.m. The Elms
Gathering w/Pastor
Dan

7:00 p.m. Finance
Committee

29

9:30 a.m. Bible Study

6:00-7:30 p.m. Hand-
bell Rehearsal

30

5:32-6:58 p.m.
Outlet

6:00 p.m. Bible
Study

31

2:00 p.m. UMW @
Jennings-MccCall

Halloween

Jnsent 1
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A REMINDER

The Trustees want to remind everyone that the new
tables are not to be removed from the Church prop-
erty. The tables referred to are the round tables and
the 8' rectangular vinyl tables that are used in the Fel-
lowship Hall.

Also, please remember to sign out other items that are
borrowed on the form in the kitchen, and sign them in
when you return them.

Edythe Westlund

e e e e e e e e et et et Pt et et Pt

CAMERA TIME COMING UP

Polish up your smiles and be ready for a new round of
picture taking! We are targeting new members and
new friends, but if you are looking younger since
your last picture, you’d be welcome also. The time is
set during Fellowship time for November 2™, 9" and
16™ — mark your calendar!

Nancy Bond

e e e e e o e e et et et et et et Pt

ACOLYTE COORDINATOR CHANGE

For some time now, Jacquie Haney and Kathy Wil-
son-Fey have coordinated our acolytes who bless us
with their service of lighting the altar candles each
week as we gather for worship. We are grateful for
the work, phone calls, scheduling, and training work
they have done for those youth among us who have
served in this way. Jacquie and Kathy are retiring,
and Carole Heun has graciously agreed to take on
this task. We thank you, Carole, that you are helping
to keep the light of Christ shining among us!

Pastor Dan

e e e e e o e e et et et et et et Pt

INTERDENOMINATIONAL
THANKSGIVING SERVICE

A joint Thanksgiving worship service among several
of the churches in Forest Grove will be held on Tues-
day, November 25" at 7:00 p.m. at the Forest Grove
United Methodist Church. An offering will be re-
ceived to support missional causes here in our own
community. Mark it on your calendar!

Pastor Dan

REEHER HOMESTEAD POTLUCK:
ALL ARE INVITED

Rachel Bailey has graciously invited us all to her
family's Reeher homestead property on Saturday, Oc-
tober 18th. We plan to leave the church about 10:30
a.m. The bus seats are already filled, so those who
want to drive their own cars should plan to meet us
there about 11:00; parking is available. If you can
take extra passengers, please call Marilyn at 503-357-
2622, or sign up during Fellowship Time after
church.

The potluck will be held in their recreation hall.
Please let Marilyn know if you are coming, so she
will know how many tables & chairs to set up, and
how much coffee to prepare. Plates, cups and flatware
will be provided. The property is only about half an
hour or so away, so hot dishes should be fine; breads,
desserts, chips, and salads are all encouraged.

Family member Jim Reeher, who lives on the prop-
erty, is more than eager to share the historical story of
the area with us via an approximately 30 minute talk
and slide show. A portion of this story is also avail-
able at the Forest Center, which is just down the road
and is open until 5pm, so it would be easy for us to
also visit there. There is a short movie there which
features our own Don Rust and others some of our
congregation may recognize. Parking is available
there as well.

We are hoping for beautiful fall colors; trails are
available for hiking and exploration. Rachel says that
the property is west on Highway 6, through Gales
Creek, about 26 miles from Forest Grove. Approxi-
mately 3 miles before reaching the Tillamook Forest
Center, watch for a sign reading Reeher Road on your
right.

Marilyn Carr

503-357-2622

LETTER OF THANKS

I wish to thank the FGUMC Congregation for their
prayers, get-well cards, telephone calls and healing,
loving thoughts sent my way during recovery from
back surgery. I love you all dearly.

Betty Weekley
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A NOTE FROM THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE

It has been brought to the attention of the committee
that in the Messenger and in the worship bulletin, the
length of the service should be changed from 10:00-
11:00 to 10:00-11:15. This more accurately describes
the norm as to the time worship ends. We know
Methodists are used to a one hour service, but we are
a family and family matters in the life of the church.
Our prayers, concerns, joys and our children are what
make us a family.

At our most recent meeting we discussed keeping it
always under an hour. It was a dilemma as to how to
make sure this happens. As a committee we dis-
cussed a new format of worship. Nothing really felt
right for our congregation and so we elected to keep
the format as is.

We realize planning your day after worship is impor-
tant. Know that in planning we will try to keep to the
hour, but that it is more normal, with the many un-
planned happenings during worship, that the usual
time for the postlude is closer to 11:15 for your plan-
ning purposes. Your thoughts and comments are, of
course, welcome.
Patti Rose
Worship Committee Chair

ALL CHURCH CONFERENCE
NOVEMBER 6™

Our Annual All-Church Conference is scheduled for
Thursday night, November 6" at 7:00 p.m. with our
District Superintendent, Rev. Kate Conolly, presiding.
Please mark this on your calendar and look for more
details in the worship bulletins and the next Messen-

ger.
Pastor Dan

LHVY MIVHD M1vM3ais

FINANCIAL LETTER

I hope that this edition of the Messenger finds you all
enjoying the first days of Fall. The various commit-
tee chairs along with the Finance Committee have
been hard at work to review and adjust our operating
budget, which we feel will put us in a stronger finan-
cial position. There have been some additional gifts
that have helped tremendously. At this point we are
holding off paying a portion of the apportionments &
hope to catch up by the end of the year. As planned,
we have used $20,000.00 from the contingency fund
and will be using an additional $4,000.00 in Novem-
ber.

We cannot continue to rely on contingency dollars
since the stock market is in the shape it is; no money
has been moved from our investments to replenish ei-
ther the Contingency fund or the Grant fund. Al-
though we are doing better financially, we are a long
way from a balanced budget, which we really need to
get to.

Have you been looking at our financial information
that Laura Dionne has been posting? Laura will be
adding to this information, in poster size, the newest
financial results. Your prayers, ideas and continued
support strengthen our church & help us to fulfill our
mission.

Steve Huson, Finance Committee Chair

That’s Lela Baskins on the right!
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MESSENGER SCHEDULE

The deadline for the November Messenger is October
18", Late items will be carried over to the following
month’s issue. Your cooperation is very much appre-
ciated.

Patty Davie, editor

VOLUNTEER DRIVER NEEDED!

We need a volunteer for December. A special driver’s
license is not required; women are welcome.

We have quite a few older members who depend on
this service to be able to attend worship, and are
grateful for drivers who can help make this possible
for them.
Linda King, Bus Coordinator
503-522-1215

HAVE You MOVED?

Please be sure that the church office has your new
address as soon as possible. Thank you.
Liz Swenson
Church Administrative Assistant

CHURCH CALENDAR ON WEBSITE

You can now access the church calendar on our web-
site, www.forestgroveumc.org Just click on the tab
titled “Calendar” at the top of the page. The calendar
will be kept up-to-date with church events. You can
view and print out the calendar by the month or by
the week.

Pastor Dan

ONLINE MINISTRIES

If you would like to receive news by e-mail about
United Methodist Ministries with the Hispanic/Latino
community in Western Washington County and be-
yond, please send your e-mail contact information to
Mira Conklin, Hispanic Ministry Developer: mira-
conklin@yahoo.com, 503-828-7444.

Rhoda Pittman Markus

BIRTHDAYS

Mary Jo Uecker October 1%

John Hummel October 5"

Liz Gulacy October 6"

Autumn Parrish October 7"

Leona Vaughn October 9"

Lucinda Hites-Clabaugh October 10"
Micah Spangler October 11"
Dave Bond October 11"
Devin Christner October 12"
Kathy Wilson-Fey October 14"
Jackie Burris October 14™
Zoella Hickmon October 15"
Rhoda Markus October 17"
Maurine Scott October 18"
Max Wilson-Fey October 18"
Norene Snider October 19"
Joyce Burgess October 19"
Diane Ray October 19"
LeRoy Gamble October 22"
Casey Spangler October 23"
Ella Collins-Colcord October 24™
David Hites-Clabaugh October 29"
Brian Hawkins October 30"
Ellen Bump October 31

ANNIVERSARIES

Van & Jackie Burrus October 9"

Merrill & Betty Ludlam October 19"
Lloyd & Mary Jo Uecker October 22"
Val & Peggy Miller October 24"
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SERVING IN OCTOBER

Liturgist

Altar Guild

Bus Coordinator
Bus Driver:

Ushers
October

Greeters
October

Coffee Coordinator
Team: *October

Fellowship Time
October 5™
October 12"
October 19"
October 26"

Nursery Attendant

Childcare Coordinator

Web Master
Kitchen Elves

Sound and Media
Tape Ministry
Parish Nurse

Daniel Wilson-Fey
Rhoda Markus
Bobby & Emily Tabb
Liz Swenson

Janet Hummel

Edythe Westlund

Linda King, cell: 503-522-1215
Matt Jones

TBA

Mary Ann Mellbye
Mary Olson

Lela Baskins
Margaret Ann Cox

Carole Heun, *Delva Johnson
& Janet Hummel

Outreach Potluck
TBA

Les & Erma Heisler
Youth

Lindsay Marsh
Delva Johnson
Jenny LaCombe

Marilyn Carr
Lela Baskins

Steven Wong

Media team

Patti Rose
503-359-4249 Pastor
503-357-3998 Deacon

503-357-2596
503-357-2689

Youth Pastors

Administrative
Assistant

Church Office Hours, Monday through Friday
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Patty Davie

503-357-3185 Messenger Editor

e-mail: plc2fd@verizon.net

CHOIR CORNER - RAYMOND ANDERSON
Our new organist has been enthralled by music for
more years than he says he wants to admit to. Both
his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from Univer-
sity of Oregon are in Music. His devotion to the or-
gan was inspired the first time he heard a pipe or-
gan. “The sound was amazing!” Ray was hooked.
His very first lessons were at George Fox College, a
requirement of the church elders in order to practice
on the church organ.

Later, Ray earned his post-baccalaureate certifi-
cate in Accounting from Portland State U. He
worked as controller for the “Hillsboro Argus” and
is currently an auditor for the state of Oregon’s In-
surance Division. He has been organist in numerous
churches, most recently at Tabor Heights United
Methodist Church.

Ray’s hobbies include photography, amateur ra-
dio and genealogy. But more lately he and his wife
of 10 years, Cindy, have been engaged with their
grandchildren — all 5 % of them.

Welcome, Ray! We’re so glad you are with us!

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Forest Grove United Methodist
Church is to welcome all people, wherever they

are on their journey of faith, into nurturing rela-
tionships with Jesus and with one another, through
worship, small group fellowship and service to
others.

Open Hearts, Open Minds,
Open Doors

Volume 2008, Issue No. 10, October
M monthly.
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